














The population in the area adjacent to Yucca
Mountain increased substantially during the period of
the water-level record shown in this report. The 1990
census (U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1990) reported a
population of 1,623 individuals for the town of Beatty
and 761 inhabitants in the town of Amargosa Valley
(including the farm area south of the Amargosa Valley).
The Yucca Flat division of Nye County had 1,016 per-
sons, and the Crystal division had 92 persons. Accord-
ing to the 1990 census, the population of Nye County
was 17,781. In the 1980 census (U.S. Bureau of the
Census, 1980), county divisions for statistical purposes
were drawn differently. Most of the above-listed divi-
sions were combined under one large “Beatty Town-
ship”. This division included all of Nye County south
of approximately latitude 37°30'00" N., except for
about 7 percent of that area located in the extreme
southeastern section known as the Pahrump Township
division. Population figures from the 1980 census
showed 3,524 persons in the Beatty Township and
9,048 persons in all of Nye County. The 1970 census
(U.S. Bureau of the Census, 1970), using the same sta-
tistical divisions as those used in 1980, showed 1,131
persons in Beatty Township, and 5,599 in all of Nye
County. The 1960 census (U.S. Bureau of the Census,
1960), which included the Pahrump area in Beatty
Township, showed 1,153 persons in the Beatty divi-
sion, and 4,374 individuals throughout the county.

Water consumption by local agriculture and
industry in the general area was substantial although it
varied during the period of water-level measurements.
For example, Spring Meadows Ranch located in the
Ash Meadows area pumped as much as 1.2 million
cubic meters of water per month during 1970 and 1971
(Dudley and Larson, 1976) when a large, commercial
cattle business was in operation.

Mining operations have been active in the study
area with varying intensity since the early 1900’s. In
the early 1980’s, the American Borate Corporation pro-
cessed its ores from Death Valley at the plant in the
southern Amargosa Desert. Since that time, the com-
pany has scaled down production. Industrial Minerals
Ventures processes bentonite in the same part of the
Amargosa Desert. Gold mining near Beatty involved
substantial withdrawals of ground water from 1989 to
1992.

The Nevada State Engineer estimated ground-
water withdrawals in the Amargosa Valley basin at
about 11.9 million cubic meters in 1985. The estimate
was about 5.1 million cubic meters in 1988
(R.J. LaCamera, U.S. Geological Survey, written com-
mun., 1991). Operations at the Nevada Test Site
involve pumping water from two wells in Jackass Flats.
Estimated withdrawals from Jackass Flats on the Test
Site were 194,100 m? for 1985 and 174,100 m? for 1988

(D.B. Wood, U.S. Geological Survey, written com-
mun., 1991).
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